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TOSA WATCH - Wauwatosa’s 
Neighborhood Watch Newsletter is 
sponsored by: 
 
The Wauwatosa Police Department- 
Community Support Division 
1700 North 116th Street 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53226 
Telephone:  (414) 471-8430 
FAX:  (414) 471-8470 
 
TOSA WATCH provides useful 
information for citizens who 
participate in the Wauwatosa Block 
Watch Program.  Reader comments 
and contributions are welcome. 

Google Maps - Blurring 

Did you know you can ask Google Maps to blur your house? This option can 
protect your privacy, but it also has some drawbacks. Here's a quick guide to help 
you decide if it's right for you. 

Pros of Blurring Your Home 

1. Privacy Protection: Blurring your house keeps it from being visible to 
anyone searching your address online, giving you more control over your 
personal privacy. 

2. Security: It makes it harder for burglars or criminals to scope out your 
home by hiding potential entry points or valuables. 

3. Peace of Mind: If you feel uncomfortable with your home being easily 
viewed online, blurring it can help you feel more secure. 

4. Prevent Stalking: If you're concerned about stalking or harassment, 
blurring your house makes it harder for others to locate your exact 
address. 

Cons of Blurring Your Home 

1. Harder to Find: Blurring can make it harder for delivery drivers, guests, 
or emergency services to identify your house. 

2. Impact on Selling/Renting: Buyers or renters may skip over your listing 
if they can’t see the house on Google Maps. 

3. May Raise Suspicion: People might wonder why your house is blurred 
and assume you’re hiding something. 

4. Incomplete View on Google Maps: Blurred homes can make the Street 
View experience feel less seamless and useful. 

Is It Worth It? 

Blurring your home is a great way to protect privacy, but it can also create some 
inconvenience. Weigh the pros and cons to decide if it’s the right move for you. 
If you decide to blur it, the process is simple and can be done directly through 
Google Maps. Please keep in mind though that once you blur a home on Google 
Maps, there is no option to unblur, that may be a con as well. 
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Partnerships 
in Motion 
National Faith & Blue brings 
together faith-based 
organizations, law enforcement, 
residents, businesses, and 
community groups with the 
shared goal of building stronger, 
more cohesive communities. 
The aim is to break down 
barriers, create partnerships, and 
move beyond biases that may 
exist within our city. 
 
By coming together for 
activities that support the 
community, we open the door to 
learning, growing, and building 
connections with people we 
might not otherwise meet. If 
you're part of a faith-based 
organization and want to 
collaborate with the Wauwatosa 
Police Department, we'd love to 
connect. 
 
Together, we can plan activities 
that foster community 
engagement and strengthen 
relationships. 
These connections will help 
create a community where we 
work, play, and learn alongside 
our neighbors, benefiting 
everyone involved. 
 
For more information, please 
contact Sgt. Abby Pavlik at 414-
471-8430 or 
apavlik@wauwatosa.net. 
 
 

 
 
 

Do You Know Where Your Dog Is? 
Wauwatosa is a laid-back, family-friendly community where residents enjoy 
walking, biking, visiting parks, and spending time outdoors with their children. 
But, every once in a while, we encounter situations that are less than pleasant—
like aggressive dogs or, unfortunately, dog bites. 
 

Did you know that in 2023, the City of Wauwatosa reported 27 dog bites? So 
far in 2024, we're already at 25, which averages about 26 incidents per year. 
That's too many, don’t you think? 
 

It’s important to know that under the City of Wauwatosa’s municipal code, if 
your dog bites someone, you could face a fine, have your dog quarantined, or 
worse. If your dog has multiple offenses, the law requires more drastic measures, 
including the possibility of putting the dog down humanely. These are serious 
consequences, but they’re in place to protect both people and animals. 
 

To avoid any unnecessary trouble for yourself or your pet, I encourage you to 
brush up on Wauwatosa’s Animal Ordinances (Municipal Code – Title 9 – 
Animals). You can find the details on the City of Wauwatosa website, under 
Government > Municipal Codes. 
 

If you ever find yourself face-to-face with an angry or aggressive dog, it’s 
important to stay calm and know how to de-escalate the situation. Here are some 
tips that could help: 

 Stay calm and avoid eye contact – Dogs often perceive direct eye contact as 
a threat. 

 Stand like a tree – Resist the urge to run away, as this can trigger the dog’s 
chase instinct. 

 Place an object between you and the dog – Use anything nearby, like a bag, 
a stick, or even a jacket. 

 Back away slowly – Don’t turn your back, but try to create some distance. 
 Try basic commands – Sometimes, a simple "sit," "stay," or "go home" 

might work. 
 Protect your vital areas – If the situation escalates, protect your face, neck, 

and chest. 
 Fight back only if necessary – If the dog attacks, use whatever you have on 

hand (stick, umbrella) to defend yourself. 
 Seek help – If others are nearby, call out for assistance. 

For dog owners in Wauwatosa, it’s essential to be aware of your responsibilities. 
Always supervise your pets and teach children the importance of not opening 
doors or windows that could let pets escape accidentally. 
 

Also, don’t forget to keep up with your dog’s vaccinations, register them with the 
Health Department, and consider getting your pet microchipped. This can help 
authorities return your pet to you quickly if they ever get lost. 
 

By following these simple steps, we can all contribute to keeping Wauwatosa a 
safe and enjoyable place for everyone—whether you’re walking, biking, or 
simply playing in the yard. 
 

Let’s work together to ensure our furry friends are part of the solution, not the 
problem. Thank you! 
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Trick or Treat  
 
The City of  Wauwatosa's Trick-or-
Treat hours are Sunday, October 
27, 2024 from 1-4pm.  
 
Please contact your Neighborhood 
Associations directly for 
information on their events. 
  
Again, the Wauwatosa Police 
Department will host a Trunk-or-
Treat. The event will take place on 
Saturday, October 19th from 11am 
– 1:30pm at the Fisher 
Administration Building, East 
Parking Lot, 12121 W. North 
Avenue.  
 
There will be plenty of candy, food 
trucks, popcorn, music and face 
painting with Suzy Sparkles. 
 
For further details, please follow the 
Wauwatosa Police Department on 
Facebook, we will post updates at 
that location. 
 

 

 
 

Wauwatosa Police Department 
 

James MacGillis - Chief of Police 
 

Community Support Division 
 

Captain Gary Gabrish 
Lieutenant Brad Beckman 

Sergeant James Morrill 
Specialist Mike McDermott 

Specialist Dan Kane 
SRO Farris Griffin 

SRO Cordero Finley 
SRO Maria Albiter 

Laura Laurishke – Community 
Support Specialist 

Good Neighbors 
 
Wauwatosa is a nice place to live, until you have a neighbor that makes your home 
life one bad dream. While this isn’t the norm, it can happen and knowing what to 
do and/or who to call can make all the difference. 

There are pros and cons when living in a City where homes are right next to one 
another. Best practice is that we all do what we can to keep tension and stress 
between neighbors low. Here is our suggestion to keep the peace. 

To avoid a tense situation, talk with your neighbor in a calm and non-threatening 
manner. You may find that the neighbor does not even realize what’s happening 
and will be happy to curtail the activity that is bothersome to you. This of course 
is the best-case scenario. 

If you find that you’ve only escalated the situation by bringing the issue to their 
attention, call the police as soon as possible. We’d be happy to stop by and 
determine if this is a police or civil matter. 

Neighbor troubles consist of many things, below is a list of true complaints that 
have come to our attention: 

 Barking dogs, ongoing issue 

 Tree not being trimmed and on neighbor’s property 

 Flowers/Fence on neighbor’s property 

 Light that is too bright at night and shines right into a bedroom 

 Cameras that are up on the neighbor’s home, placement/into neighbor’s 
home 

 Loud parties late into the night 

 Bonfires where the smoke blows into the neighbor’s window 

 Bad language being used in front of young children, ongoing issue 
 

Try to work with your neighbors, look up City Ordinances so you know what the 
rules are and abide by those rules. Please know that when we respond, we are 
working off Wauwatosa Ordinances, which dictate what offenses are enforceable 
and which ones we will help to mediate. 

When we live in an urban area, we may find ourselves in a not so comfortable 
situation but we should all try to make the best of the situation. We all need to co-
exist without letting our feeling get in the way. 

If you do need help with your concerns, please call the Wauwatosa Police 
Department at 414-471-8430 and ask for “Dispatch,” they’ll have an officer stop 
by. If this turns into an ongoing situation, Community Support Division may get 
involved to work on a resolution. 

Property issues, such as property line disputes, need to be addressed by City Hall, 
it can be costly up front, but having your property line information can solve many 
problems and well worth the investment. City Hall can be reached at 414-471-
8969. If there is property damage, that is considered a civil matter and will be 
addressed in the court system. Let’s all value each other for our differences and not 
judge one another for them. Let’s all be a Good Neighbor! 
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Drug Take Back  
 

Saturday, October 26th 
9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.  

 

The Wauwatosa Police 
Department will once 
again sponsor a Drug 

Take-Back Event. 
 

The goal is to provide a 
safe, convenient, and 
responsible means of 

disposal of prescription 
medications. (No 

syringes accepted) 
 

Please stop by and see 
us at 1700 N 116th 

Street, no need to get 
out of your car, we’ll 

come to you.  
 

Hope to see you there! 

 
On behalf of the 

Wauwatosa Police 
Department, 

we wish you and 
your families 

Tosa’s Night Out 
 

The Wauwatosa Police Department and the Wauwatosa Neighborhood 
Watch Committee would like send a big “THANK YOU” to everyone that 
participated in Tosa’s Night Out Against Crime on Wednesday, August 7th. 

The weather was great for family and friends to gather and enjoy all Hart 
Park had to offer at this years’ Tosa’s Night Out. 

To our Sponsors and Participating Groups, your commitment to support this 
community event does not go unnoticed. Tosa’s Night Out happens because 

of you, so, Thank You! 

Monetary Sponsors: 

WaterStone Bank 
Froedtert & Medical College of Wisconsin 
Current Electric * Action Law * Fast Signs 

McDonald’s (Hurtigmat) * T. Best Kettle Corn 
Foti Chiropractic * Ascension * Catral Doyle Creative 

 

Raffle Sponsors: 

Balistreri’s Italian American Ristorante * Baskin Robbins * BelAir Cantina 
Bentley’s Pet Stuff * Breadsmith * Colonel Hart’s * Cousins Subs 

Dick’s Sporting Goods * Jacobus Energy LLC * Kin by Rice and Roll 
Lucky Joe’s * Ristorante Bartolotta * Ruckus & Glee * The Flower Lady 

Ultimate Confections * Valentine Coffee  
 

Participating Groups: 

Ability Center * ADMIRE * Back to School 
Children’s Hospital Foster Care Recruitment  

Commission for Persons with Disabilities * Current Electric 
Discover Wauwatosa * Ebenezer Child Care 

Education Foundation of Wauwatosa * Eras Senior Network 
Flight for Life * Froedtert Health Community Engagement * Girl Scouts 

Kiwanis Club of Wauwatosa * MADDAC * Make A Wish 
Milwaukee Co. Sheriff’s Office, Bomb Squad 

Milwaukee Co. Children’s Community Mental Health Services 
Milwaukee Co. DHHS Aging & Disabilities Services * Milwaukee Co. Parks 

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
National Wildlife Federation Community Habitat 

Project Lifesaver, International * Sojourner Family Peace Center 
Stop the Bleed * Suburban Milwaukee Lions Club * Target 

Three Harbors Council, Boy Scouts of America * T. Best Kettle Corn 
Tosa Green Summit * United States Coast Guard * Versiti Blood Center of WI 
WaterStone Bank * Wauwatosa Crime Stoppers * Wauwatosa Fire Department 

Wauwatosa Health Department * Wauwatosa Lion’s Club 
Wauwatosa Police Bureau Services * Wauwatosa Police Dispatch 

Wauwatosa Police K9 * Wauwatosa Police Motor Patrol 
Wauwatosa Police Special Response Team * Wauwatosa Public Library 

Wauwatosa Recreation Center * Wauwatosa Senior Center 
Wauwatosa Sustainability Committee * Wauwatosa Veteran’s Memorial 

WI Department of Corrections
  

 


